
 

Music Celebrations International 
cordially invites the 

Bakersfield Master Chorale 
to participate in the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Z. Randall Stroope is an American composer, conductor and lecturer. He has had recent 
conducting engagements at the Sopra Minerva (Rome), American School in Singapore, 
Canterbury Cathedral (England), Berliner Dom (Germany), Salzburger Dom (Austria), 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and National Pres-
byterian Cathedral (Washington, D.C.), Carnegie Hall (New York), and five performances 
at the Vatican in the past four years. He is also the Artistic Director for two summer music 
festivals in Europe. 

Stroope’s composition teachers were Cecil Effinger and Normand Lockwood, both stu-
dents of  the famous French teacher/composer, Nadia Boulanger (student of  Gabriel 
Fauré). The principal publishers of  his 125 publisher works are Alliance Music Publications, 
Walton Music, Colla Voce and Oxford (England). His shorter choral works — best known 
of  which are Conversion of  Saul, Lamentaciones de Jeremias, Magnificat, We Beheld Once 
Again the Stars (ACDA Raymond Brock Commission), O Magnum Mysterium, The Pas-
ture, Revelation, Homeland, I Am Not Yours, Caritas et Amor, Song to the Moon and In-
scription of  Hope — have sold over three million copies. His choral cycle — Four Sonnets 
of  Garcilaso (which contains Amor de mi alma) — is based on the poetry of  Spanish poet, 
Garcilas de la Vega and one of  his most performed works. Extended works include Hodie! 
(This Day) for brass/organ/percussion and mixed/treble choirs, the solo song cycle Love’s 
Waning Seasons, and American Rhapsody are also very popular He has published many in-
strumental works, including Fanfare (brass/percussion/organ) and Amor de mi alma (wind 
ensemble). Stroope is particularly drawn to the poetry of  Sara Teasdale, George Herbert, 
Rainer Maria Rilke, James Agee and Robert Frost. He has conducted and produced 28 You-
Tube recordings of  his works.

Dennis Schrock, in his book Choral Repertoire (2009), recognizes Stroope for his composi-
tional output and quality of  writing, noting several works that have entered the mainstream 
of  the choral medium Conducting Women’s Choirs (2012), edited and compiled by Debra 
Spurgeon, and Composers on Composing for Choir (2007) both have a myriad of  quotes 
and discussion of  Dr. Stroope’s compositional output. 
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His works have been recorded or performed by prestigious ensembles nationally and 
internationally, including the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Luther Nordic Choir, University 
of  Miami Frost Chorale, Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, Oregon Bach Festival, Concordia 
Choir, Oklahoma State University, Prairie Voices (Canada), Oriana Women’s Choir, Unit-
ed States Navy Sea Chanters, Grex Vocalis, NOVA, Bella Voce, Turtle Cree Chorale, 
Westminster Choir College and University of  British Columbia. His We Beheld Once 
Again the Stars was recently performed by the Philippine Madrigal Singers in their win 
of  the European Grand Prix for Choral Singing. Stroope’s Revelation was performed by 
the Ehwa Chamber Choir (South Korea)

Dr. Stroope is the Director of  Choral and Vocal Studies at Oklahoma State University 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma, where he conducts the Concert Chorale, Chamber Choir, and 
Women’s Chorus and coordinates the undergraduate and graduate choral con ducting 
program. The OSU Concert Chorale recently recorded Stroope’s Song to the Moon, Go 
Lovely Rose, toured France and England in 2013, and toured Ireland and Scotland in 
2015. Under his direction, the ensemble also presents a seven-concert season each year, 
which has included works such as Ein Deutsches Requiem (Brahms), Messiah (Handel), 
Requiem (Verdi) and Rejoice in the Lamb (Britten). 

Dr. Stroope has received many awards, including Distinguished Professor of  Creative 
and Scholarly Research (1995–2001), the Douglas R. McEwen Award for National Cho-
ral Excellence, Nebraska Choral Director of  the Year, Doug and Nickie Burns Endowed 
Chair in Choral Music (2013), and one of  five Oklahoma State University Distinguished 
Professors (2013-2014), as well as several composition awards. 

As a guest conductor, Stroope has directed 38 all-state choirs, and conducted music fes-
tivals in 45 states. He has directed 12 summer international music festivals in England, 
Germany and Italy. 

Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Stroope completed a Master of  Music (Voice Per-
formance) degree at the University of  Colorado Boulder, and Doctor of  Musical Arts 
(Choral Conducting) degree at Arizona State University. He did post graduate work with 
Margaret Hillis, Chorus Master of  the Chicago Symphony. As a recipient of  the Austra-
lian-American Fulbright, he has also done work in western Australia. He and his wife, 
Cheryl (a junior high choral teacher), love to travel and spend time with their sheltie.

Music Celebrations International 
1440 S. Priest Drive, Ste. 102  Tempe, AZ 85281-6952
Toll-free: 800.395.2036  |  Fax 480.894.5137
www.musiccelebrations.com | info@musiccelebrations.com 
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Visiting choirs will have the option to have their accommodations at the glorious Palmer House 
Hilton, a unique, world-class property that resides in Chicago’s Loop District across from Chi-
cago Symphony Center. The second largest hotel in Chicago, the Palmer House has a storied 
history. After just two weeks in existence, the original property burned in the Great Chicago 
Fire of  1871. After a massive rebuilding project, the hotel began to serve host to a long list of  
exclusive guests, including Presidents James Garfield, Grover Cleveland, Ulysses S. Grant, and 
William McKinley; writers Mark Twain, L. Frank Baum, and Oscar Wilde; and Secretary of  
State William Jennings Bryan. Today, this stunning hotel is replete with a two story, gilded lobby 
with a formal staircase, velvet seating, and a ceiling mural depicting Greek mythology.

PALMER HOUSE
Hilton

Music Celebrations International 
1440 S. Priest Drive, Ste. 102  Tempe, AZ 85281-6952
Toll-free: 800.395.2036  |  Fax 480.894.5137
www.musiccelebrations.com | info@musiccelebrations.com 



 

 

 

 

   

 

Share your event pictures with us!        #WindyCityFest 
 

 

Bakersfield Master Chorale 

March 6 – 10, 2019    (4 nights / 5 days)  
 

Day 1 Wednesday, March 6, 2019  (D) 

 Arrive in Chicago and meet your Tour Manager 

 Take a panoramic city tour of Historic Downtown and the Loop 

 Hotel check-in 

 Dinner at a local restaurant 

 Return to the hotel for overnight 

  

Day 2 Thursday, March 7  (B,D) 

 Breakfast 

 Take a guided tour of Chicago’s historic downtown and the Loop, 

including a visit to the Field Museum of Natural History 

 Lunch, on own 

 Afternoon free for sightseeing and shopping 

 Dinner at a local restaurant 

 Evening Festival Chorus Rehearsal 

 Return to the hotel for overnight 

 Director’s Reception with the other directors and Z. Randall Stroope 

  

Day 3 Friday, March 8  (B,L) 

 Breakfast 

 Morning free for sightseeing and shopping 

 “Spirit of Chicago” Lunch Cruise, with dancing and time to mingle 

with the other choirs and have fun! 

 Afternoon free for sightseeing and shopping 

 Dinner, on own 

 Evening Festival Chorus Rehearsal 

 Return to the hotel for overnight 

  

Day 4 Saturday, March 9  (B,D) 

 Breakfast 

 Morning Dress Rehearsal at Orchestra Hall 
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 Lunch, on own 

 Windy City Choral Festival Finale Concert at Orchestra Hall at 

Symphony Center 
 Following the performance, dinner at a local restaurant 

 Return to the hotel for overnight 

  

Day 5 Sunday, March 10  (B) 

 Breakfast 

 Check out of hotel 

 As schedule permits, time for last minute sightseeing and/or 

shopping 

 Depart for home 
 

This is a very flexible itinerary.  Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the 

places of interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable. In 

the event of an unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the 

concert schedule will prevail, and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities. 
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Cost Inclusions & Exclusions 

 

 

 

 

BAKERSFIELD MASTER CHORALE  
 

 

Transportation (airfare and/or chartered bus) is priced as of February 15, 2018, and is subject to change.  Airline 

surcharges for weekend (Fri, Sat, or Sun) and holiday travel may apply.  Fuel surcharges for coaches may apply.  These 

costs are based on group payments made by organization check or cash-equivalent to qualify for our lowest discounted 

prices.  If you choose to have MCI handle the accounting and payment processing for each individual on tour, a 5% 

accounting fee applies. 
 

 

  

FESTIVAL PACKAGE – 

FULL SERVICES 

45-49 

Paying 

40-44 

Paying 

35-39 

Paying 

30-34 

Paying 

4 nights | 5 days Tour 
Palmer House 

Hilton Hotel 
$1,893 $1,957 $2,039 $2,148 
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BAKERSFIELD MASTER CHORALE 

 

FULL SERVICE COST INCLUSIONS 

 
 FESTIVAL ARRANGEMENTS: All necessary clearances or permits. 

 CONCERT PROMOTION: Official recognition, quality concert venues and publicity. 

 AIRLINE TRANSPORTATION: Round-trip transportation by scheduled airline carrier from Los Angeles, 

CA. Air fares are subject to change pending space availability at the time of group booking. 

 Includes up to $75 for U.S. Government airline taxes, fees and estimated fuel surcharge. 

 COACH TRANSPORTATION: Local coach transportation on arrival, and available for the entire tour.   

 ACCOMMODATIONS: Hotel accommodations at either the Palmer House Hilton (downtown location) or a 
suburban hotel location, based on staying in double occupancy. 
 

  Quad Reduction Triple Reduction Single Supplement 

4 nights / 5 days Palmer House Hilton Hotel: $222 $148 $444 
 

 MEALS: Two meals per day (as noted in the Tour itinerary) including daily breakfast and lunch or dinner.  

Please note that breakfast is not included on day of arrival and dinner is not included on day of departure. One 

“Spirit of Chicago” lunch cruise is included. 

 TOUR MANAGEMENT: One full-time, professionally-licensed Tour Manager on each motorcoach who meets 

the group upon arrival and remains until departure to guide all excursions, maximize use of time, and enhance 
the educational value. 

 ENTRANCE FEES: Entrances are included to all sights listed on the Tour itinerary. 

 T-SHIRTS: One souvenir Festival T-shirt for each participant. 

 AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING: Each ensemble will receive the following memorabilia: One Archival Audio 

CD and website link to festival photographs with unlimited downloads.  

 GRATUITIES: Tips and taxes are paid to Tour Managers, local coach drivers, and hotel personnel. 

 LIABILITY INSURANCE: $3M MCI Tour Liability Insurance coverage.  Only MCI arranged services 
(motorcoach, flights, guides, hotels, etc.) will be covered under MCI’s Tour Liability Insurance. 

 TRAVEL INSURANCE: Individual travel insurance coverage is included in all MCI programs with MCI 
arranged airline transportation. 

Summary of coverage: 

 

 

COST EXCLUSIONS 
 Meals not mentioned in the daily itinerary. 

 Transportation to and from departure airport. 

 Airline luggage fees. 

 Difference between current and actual costs for airline taxes and the estimated fuel surcharge, if applicable.
 

 $10,000 – Travel Accident     

 $300 – Baggage Coverage 

 $1,000 – Medical Expense     

 $600 – Trip Cancellation/Interruption/Delay 

http://www.palmerhousehiltonhotel.com/
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BAKERSFIELD MASTER CHORALE 
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 

$100 per person (non-refundable)  .................Due: May 15, 2018 

15% per person, of total tour costs .................Due: September 15, 2018 

20% per person, of total tour costs .................Due: October 15, 2018 

25% per person, of total tour costs .................Due: November 15, 2018 

Final Payment (remaining balance) ...............Due: January 15, 2019 

 

Amount paid is % of the total tour cost, not the balance owed. 
 
 

 

CANCELLATION SCHEDULE 
 

$100 per person (non-refundable) ..................Penalty Begins: May 15, 2018  

10% per person, of total tour costs .................Penalty Begins: October 15, 2018 

25% per person, of total tour costs .................Penalty Begins: November  15, 2018 

50% per person, of total tour costs .................Penalty Begins: November 30, 2018 

100% per person, of total tour costs...............Penalty Begins: January 5, 2019 

 

Amount penalized is % of the total tour cost, not % of what has already been paid. 

 

Please note that the above payment and cancellation schedule is based on the initial deposit date as well as 

subsequent on-time payments and can be modified with your input and feedback. 

 

This schedule is subject to change should any payment dates be missed. 

 

Group payments made by organization check or cash-equivalent qualify for our lowest discounted prices.  

If you choose to have MCI handle the accounting and payment processing for any individuals on tour, a 

5% accounting fee will be assessed on the full group. 
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